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Decarboxylation of acids with a β-carbonyl
Intro to Chapter 19
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Good news:   Not much new
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Draw the best representation of the immediate
(initial) product of this reaction. 
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Step 3. Add more acid and cook it a bit
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Formation of this anion is
the driving force for the reaction 
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No acidic hydrogen at alpha position.
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Add a methyl

The main driving force is not present.
Go back to where you came from.
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