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Case
CLASS 3: Case and Structure

s All NPs (in all languages) must havase ¢

1) Case Forms: (SC)

Nominative: knjiga
Accusative: knjigu
Genitive: knjige
Daitve: knjizi
Locative: knjizi
Instrumental: knjigom

--The requirement that all NPs must have case is referredltoegSase Filter:

2) The Case Filter: *NP if NP has phonetic form, and no case.

. Structural Case:
A. Accusative

2) a. John sawim. *d. John sawhe.
b. Chomsky likesne. *e. Chomsky liked.
c. Yeltsin knowaus. *f.  Yeltsin knowswe.

This occurs in a certain configuration, as shown below:
3) \A

VO—-NP

Accusative case is assigned to the sister oPV

» Hypothesis: Case is assigned to complements

This rule for case-assignment is both too strong and too weak:

--It is too strong because not all heads can assign case to their complements (nouns
and adjectives in English do not, for example). It is too weak because many NPs
successfully get case without being a complement, espesialilgcts.

B. Nominative

Question: What assigns case to subjects, or, what assigns Nominative case?
Consider the following examples:

4) a. Everyone hopes thag is recovering well.



5)

6)

7)
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b. Everyone hopes fdrim to recover well.
*c. Everyone hopebketo recover well.
*d. Everyone hopekim to recover well.

a. Everyone hopes thggltsin is recovering well.
b. Everyone hopes foreltsin to recover well.
*c. Everyone hope¥eltsin to recover well.

a. Itseems [thaheis a crazy man]
b. Heseems to be a crazy man.
*C. It seemdheto be a crazy man.

a. Itseems [thdtebed is a crazy man]
b. Lebed seems to be a crazy man.
*C. It seemd. ebed to be a crazy man.

Nominative case is assigned to SpecT wheRf iE [+tns]

 Other languages mark case in different ways:

--with endings on everything inside NP itself (Russian)
--on the DET element only (German)

8) RUSSIAN:
a. FEto knig. b. Eto kukla c. Eto  Anja

this  book-NOM this doll-NOM this  Anja-NOM
"This is a book." "This is a doll." "This is Anja."

9) a. Mas dtaet knigu b. Anja Sjet kuklu.
Mashareads book-ACC Anja sews doll-ACC
"Masha is reading a book." "Anja is sewing a doll."

10) *a. Mas Tdtaet kniga. *b. Anja Sjet kukla.
Mashareads bookiNOM Anja sews doll-NOM
"Masha is reading a book." "Anja is sewing a doll."

11) *a. Maw Citaet knigu b. Anu Sjet kuklu.
MashaACC reads book Anja-ACC sews doll
"Masha is reading a book." "Anja is sewing a doll."

Theta-Roles:

*What is wrong with the strange (b) sentences below?

12)
13)

14)

15)

a. Honesty frightens Lebed.
*b. Lebed frightens honesty.

a. Gorbachev writes fiction.
*b. A piece of wood writes fiction.

a. There is trouble is the world..
*h. There wrote a novel.

Fred wrote a novel. writeV[__NP] or: <agent, theme>

agent, theme arethematic-roles or 8-roles ("theta-roles"). The basi@-roles are:



Agent e Initiator, doer of action
» must be capable of volition (desire) or deliberate action

Patient / theme e receipient of action
« "victim" / "affected object"

Goal * Entity toward which motion takes place
* motion may be concrete or abstract:
16) a. They went t&iberia.
b. Gorby gave a reward toebed.
PASSIVE and CASE:

Passive constructions have the following characteristics:

i) The verbal morphology is affected

i) The agent does not appear in subject position

ii) The agent therefore does not receive nominative case

iv) The surface subject is the underlyiig ect of the verb

v) Passive verbs do not assign case to their complemetdse absor ption

LEXICAL CASE:

17) Lexical case on argumentsPrepositions Verbs
a. k lvanu b. zavidovat' Ivanu
to Ivan-Dat to envy lvan-Dat
C. u lvana d. bojat'sja lvana
at lvan-Gen to fear lvan-Gen
e. c lvanom f. interesovat'sja lvanom
with  lvan-Instr to beintereded in lvan- nstr
18) Lexical case violations : k *lvane  /*lvana / *lvanom
to IvanPrep / IvanGen [/ Ivan-Instr

19) Lexical case assignment
% P’
/O\ /0'\NP (particular case assigned
VE-NP P
\j\ @ depends on the V or P)

es case assigned e

Genitive of Negation:

1) a. Masa poludla gazetu
MashaNOM  received newspapeACC

*b. Masa poludla gazete
MashaNOM  received newspapebDAT

*¢. Masa poludla gazety

MashaNOM  received newspapeGEN



2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

9)
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*a. Mas poludla gazetu
MashaACC received newspapeACC
*b. Maau poludla gazeta
MashaACC  received newspapeNOM
a. Mas dala gazetu malaku.
MashaNOM gave newspapeACC boyDAT
*b. Masa dala gazetu maladka.
MashaNOM gave newspapeACC boy-ACC
*¢. Masa dala gazety malaku.
MashaNOM gave newspapeGEN boyDAT
a. Masm ne poludla gazetu
MashaNOM neg received newspapeACC
b. Masm ne poludla gazety
MashaNOM neg received newspapeGEN
*a. Mas ne poludla gazetu
MashaGEN neg received newspapeACC
*b. Mas ne poludla gazety
MashaGEN neg received newspapeGEN

Structure for Gen of Neg:

VP
NP-Nom. V'
Neg V'
1 /\
VO NP-Acc
verb
a. Gazeta byla poliena (Ma%))
newspapeNOM was received (MashaiNSTR)
*b. Byla poluena gazetu (Mas))
was received newspapeACC (MashalNSTR)
a. Ni odna gazeta ne byla poluena.
[not one newspaperNOM neg was received
b. Ne bylo polueno ni odnoj gazety.
neg was received [not one newspaper[sEN
*c. Ne bylo polueno ni odnu gazetu
neg was received [not one newspaperACC



